SMALL GROUP GUIDE — WEEK 4
“Your Kingdom Come: Bold, Audacious, Expectant Prayer”
Series: Pray First — Not Our Last Resort, But Our FIRST MOVE
Objective
Help participants grow in bold, faith-filled, expectant prayer that trusts God’s immeasurable power, persists through resistance, and aligns with God’s kingdom purposes rather than personal agendas.
Leader’s Note
This week invites people to stretch. Some may feel excited by bold prayer; others may feel intimidated or disappointed by past prayers that felt unanswered.
Create a safe space—bold prayer is not about hype or pressure, but trust, alignment, and expectancy. Use what fits your group; you do not need to cover everything.
1. Opening Icebreaker 
Question Options (choose one):
· “What’s the boldest thing you’ve ever prayed for?”
· “Have you ever wanted to pray big but held back? Why?”
· “When you think of ‘bold prayer,’ what emotions come up—hope, fear, skepticism?”
Leader Insight:
Many believers quietly assume:
· God can do big things… just not for me
· I don’t want to be disappointed again
This icebreaker surfaces expectations without correcting them yet.
2. Scripture Focus — God’s Power Sets the Ceiling
Primary Passage: Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV)
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
Leader Insight:
· Paul writes this from prison, not comfort.
· “Far more abundantly” (Greek: hyper ek perissou) = beyond excess, beyond imagination.
· The limiting factor is not God’s power, but often our expectations.
Discussion Questions:
· What stands out to you in this passage?
· Where do you think you subconsciously limit what God can do?
· How does knowing God’s power is already “at work within us” change how you pray?
Supporting Scriptures & Discussion

1. Joshua 10:12–14 — Audacious Prayer
Joshua prays for the sun to stand still—and God does it.
Leader Insight:
· Scripture says, “There has been no day like it… when the Lord listened to the voice of a man.”
· Joshua’s prayer aligned with God’s mission, not personal comfort.
Discussion:
· What makes this prayer feel risky or uncomfortable to you?
· What would “sun stand still” faith look like in your life?

2. Acts 4:23–31 — The Early Church
After persecution, they prayed—not for safety, but boldness.
Leader Insight:
· They prayed Scripture back to God.
· The result: the place shook, and they spoke with boldness.
Discussion:
· Why do you think they didn’t pray for protection?
· How might our prayers change if we prayed more for God’s mission than comfort?
3. Deep Dive: What Bold Prayer Really Is (and Isn’t)
A. Bold Prayer Is Expectant, Not Presumptuous
Scripture: James 4:3
Leader Insight:
Bold prayer trusts God’s power without demanding control.
Discussion:
· How do we tell the difference between faith and self-centered prayer?
B. Bold Prayer Is Persistent
Scripture: Luke 18:1–8 (Persistent Widow)
Leader Insight:
Persistence doesn’t twist God’s arm—it forms our faith.
Discussion:
· Where have you been tempted to stop praying too soon?
C. Bold Prayer Invites God’s Kingdom
Scripture: Matthew 6:10
Leader Insight:
“Your kingdom come” shifts prayer from my will to Your purposes.
Discussion:
· How does surrender actually make prayer bolder, not weaker?
4. When Prayer Feels Blocked — Clearing the Channels
(Optional section depending on time)
Leader Insight:
Unanswered prayer is not always rejection—it can be relational misalignment.
Scripture Reflections (choose 1–2 to discuss):
· Psalm 66:18 — Unconfessed sin
· Proverbs 21:13 — Ignoring the vulnerable
· 1 Peter 3:7 — Broken relationships
· Isaiah 59:1–2 — Distance caused by sin, not God’s weakness
Discussion:
· Which of these feels most relevant today?
· How does seeing this as alignment—not punishment—change your posture?
5. Personal Reflection & Application
Journaling Prompt:
“What is one bold prayer I’ve been afraid to pray—and why?”
Group Exercise:
· Write a bold, specific prayer (not vague).
· Align it with Scripture and God’s kingdom.
· Share if comfortable.
Leader Tip:
If the group is hesitant, model first with your own example.
6. Group Prayer Moment (10–15 min)
Suggested Flow:
1. Begin with surrender: “Your kingdom come…”
2. Pray Scripture (Ephesians 3:20–21 or Acts 4:29).
3. Invite bold prayers aloud—short, faith-filled, expectant.

7. Closing Challenge
Key Statement:
Prayer is not our last resort—it’s our first move.
Challenge for the Week:
· Choose one bold prayer.
· Pray it daily, expectantly, surrendered to God’s will.
Closing Scripture:
Ephesians 3:20–21

Leader Side Notes / Theological Anchors
· Bold prayer ≠ demanding outcomes
· Faith grows through persistence, not immediacy
· Alignment unlocks confidence
· God’s power is never the issue—our expectations often are

